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THEORY OF COMPARATIVE LITERATURE AND CLASSICS IN TRANSLATION 

UNIT – I 

Answer the following in fifty words each: 

1. Define Comparative Literature. 

Comparative Literature is the study of literature beyond the confines of one 

particular country, and the study of the relationships between literature on 

the one hand and the other areas of knowledge and belief such as arts, 

philosophy, history and social science. It is comparison of one literature with 

another or others.  

 

2. What is the scope of Comparative Literature? 

As a discipline Comparative Literature requires exceptional linguistic 

ability, theoretical knowledge and high intellectual caliber. It is a natural site 

that explores the boundaries of modern language and literary studies. 

Comparatists study the interaction between literature and other arts like 

music, painting, sculpture and architecture. It also observes the impact of 

different schools of thought on literature. 

 

3. What are the basic tools of Comparative Literature? 

Gathering, shifting and interpreting evidence. 

 

4. What is the aspect of Comparative Literature? 

Comparative Literature envisages a comparative study of various literatures 

with a view to underlining the elements of unity in diversity and rounds 

several comparative aspects of different literatures. Comparative Literature 

covers influence, analogy, thematology, genre studies, translations, 

Literature and ideas, and Literature and other arts. 

 

5. What are the two major schools of comparison? 

The two major schools of comparison are the American School and the 

French school. 

 

6. Who coined the word Comparative Literature? 



The term ‘Comparative Literature’ was coined by the famous Victorian poet 

and literary critic Matthew Arnold. He used the term to refer to comparing 

literary works across languages and across cultures. 

 

7. What is to be compared while comparing literature and art? 

The following six things can be compared: (1) Theme (2) Form (3) Style (4) 

Technique (5) Genre (6) Time spirit. 

 

8. Explain Remak’s definition of Comparative Literature. 

Remak viewed Comparative Literature as a study of literature beyond 

national boundaries and it is concerned with the study of relationships 

between literature and other areas of knowledge and beliefs. 

 

9. What is Bassnet’s definition of Comparative Literature? 

Bassnet defines that Comparative Literature is the study of texts from 

different cultural contexts and origins to identify their points of convergence 

and divergence. 

 

10. What is National Literature? 

National literature is literature within four walls. The walls may be 

geographical, linguistic and cultural. 

 

11. What is World Literature? 

The term World Literature was coined by Goethe. It means a collection of 

literary pieces of all ages and places that have stood the test of time. It is an 

attempt to overcome provincialism and national prejudices. 

 

12. What are the three types of comparison? 

(1) National Literature (within the walls) 

(2) Comparative Literature (across the walls) 

(3) World Literature (above the walls) 

 

13.   Write down different terminologies for comparative literature in different 

countries. 

(1) Comparative Literature – English 



(2) Literateur comparee – French 

(3) Literature comparada – Spanish 

(4) Literature comparata – Italian 

(5) Vergleichnde Literatur – German 

(6) Hikakau Bunkaku – Japanese 

 

14. What is Binary study? 

The French school compared works of two authors of two nations. This kind 

of study was called a Binary study. 

 

15. Name some of the French comparatists. 

Louis Betz, Joseph texte, Paul Van Tiegham, Baldensperger, Hazard, Rene 

Wellek. 

 

16. Name some German comparatists. 

Vavelousky, Nurinov, Shirmusky. 

 

17. What are the principles can comparative literatures adopt? 

(1) Analogy (2) Reception or invitation (3) influence (4) Movements or 

trends (5) genre. 

 

18.  What is the French contribution to Comparative Literature? 

The French comparatists introduced the influence study mainly in order to 

proclaim to the world that they were the first literary influence in Europe. 

 

19. What is the Americans contribution to comparative literature? 

The Americans specialised in parallel studies. It is the Americans who 

widened the scope of comparative literature to include the psychological and 

the sociological approaches. 

 

20.  What is the role of comparative literature? 

Comparative Literature enables one to understand culture “from the inside”, 

with the study of international relations of different nations and different 

cultures. 

 



Answer the following in 100 words each: 

 

1. Define the value of comparison: 

 

Analysis and comparison are the basic components in the requirement of 

knowledge. It is impossible to know a thing in itself unless and until it is 

analyzed into its constituent units and a comparison is established among 

them. Human mind works only through analysis and comparison. We 

can’t know what a sentence is unless and until we analyze the sentence 

into its constituent parts and compare with the constituent part of another 

sentence. 

 

2. What are the objectives of comparative literature? 

 

Van Tiegham defines the objective of comparative literature as 

“essentially the study of diverse literatures in their relations with one 

another”. On the other hand Guvard says, “The history of international 

relations”. J.M Carre says, “a branch of literary history and a study of 

spiritual international relations.” Anna Saitta Revignas considers it as “a 

modern science which centers on research into the problems connected 

with the influences exercised reciprocally by various literatures”. To sum 

up comparative studies can be undertaken in any discipline in any branch 

of study.  

 

3. What is National Literature? 

 

In Europe the idea of nation is often based on the language spoken by a 

group of people. The linguistics basis of the concept of the nation does 

not work outside Europe. India is a nation but Indians speak several 

languages. The concept of India Nation is based not on the linguistic 

identity but some other quality among the people of India. It is a narrow 

sense if Tamil Literature produced by a Tamilian alone accepted as 

National Literature. Tamil Literature also produced in countries like Sri 

Lanka, Malaysia also. Many comparatists accept all writings produced by 



those people who share the same culture and language though they hail 

from different nations. 

 

4. What is World Literature? 

 

The German poet Goethe coined the term World Literature which is 

closely associated with the comparative Literature. Goethe speaks of the 

possibilities of comparing all the literature of the word. Goethe wanted 

the European nations to keep the intellectual windows open. He believed 

in inclusiveness and advocated catholic outlook. At the same time Goethe 

did not want any nation to lose its individuality or cultural roots 

completely. The study of world literature is a prerequisite for 

comparative literature. 

 

5. What is General literature? 

 

General literature is also closely associated with the development of 

comparative literature. The contributor of the term Paul Van Tiegham, 

the renowned French comparatist, distinguished the two by saying that 

comparative literature confines itself to the study of binary links between 

two elements. Literary phenomena concerning three or more elements or 

writers are marked by the area of general literature. Under the head of 

General literature  Paul Van Tiegham lists the topics like the study of 

international currents such as Petrarchism and Rousseauism, and 

concepts like humanism, symbolism etc., 

 

6. Write a short note on the French school of comparatists. 

 

French scholars were among the first to start comparative study of 

European literature with the study of the east. French scholars insisted 

upon certain strict procedures before a comparative study is taken off. 

The French school was very careful in comparing works of art between 

two authors and two nations. They depend upon the work’s concrete 

proof and immediate reference.  

 



7.  Write a short note on American school of comparatists. 

 

American schools of comparatists are very liberal. According to them 

anything can be compared with anything else. America is called a nation 

of immigrants. In America comparative literature was encouraged as an 

academic discipline in universities and institutions of higher learning. A 

healthy tolerance in the field of appreciation was developed, and the 

scope of comparative literature was widened. 

 

8. What are the major aspects of comparative literature? 

 

The following are the major aspects of comparative literature which will 

be studied in detail. 

(1)  Influence study examines how one literature is influenced by the 

other. 

(2) Analogy studies the parallels between writers and works. 

(3) Thematology  is the study of themes or motifs. 

(4) Reception study aims at measuring the response to a writer’s works 

abroad. 

(5) Translation is an important tool for a translator. 

(6) Genre studies analyse the various literary forms involved in 

comparative study. 

(7) Movements and Trends 

(8) Literature and other arts 

(9) Literature and Philosophy, Sociology and Psychology. 

 

9. Explain the difference between National literature and Comparative 

literature.  

 

There is no fundamental difference between methods of research in 

national literature and comparative literature - for example, a comparison 

between Bharathi and Bharathidasan or Bharathi and Whitman. Some 

subjects are encountered in Comparative literature which goes beyond 

national literature – the contact between different cultures and the 

problems connected with translation in particular. While geographically 



speaking an air-tight distinction between National literature and 

comparative literature is difficult. Sometimes there are authors writing in 

the same language but belong to different nations. 

 

10.  Explain the difference between World literature and Comparative 

literature. 

 

Elements of space, time, quality and intensity provide differences of 

degree between Comparative Literature and World Literature. There are 

few fundamental differences. The concept of Comparative literature 

embraces inquiries into the relationship between literature and other 

orbits but the world literature does not embrace. Comparative literature 

specifies a method whereas the world literature does not. In Comparative 

literature a work, author, trend or theme is actually compared to a work, 

author, trend or theme of another country or sphere. Many of the world’s 

masterpieces are read in translations.  They are studied as individual 

masterpieces but not systematically compared.   

 

 

Answer the following in 300 words each: 

 

1. Write on the meaning and scope of comparative literature. 

 

Comparative Literature is a study of literature in comparison. It 

is an elliptic usage standing for comparative study of literature. 

Comparative literature is both a mode of study and an independent 

concept of literature. It starts as a mode of study and develops into a 

concept. As a mode, it is a study of literature not in isolation but in 

comparison. It could be a comparison of two or more similar or even 

dissimilar forms or trends within the span of literature of the same 

language. Similarly it could be a comparison of similar or dissimilar 

forms and trends in the literature of two or more languages (in 

translation). The scope of comparison may extend vertically, as 

Remak said, “a study of relationships between literature on the one 

hand and the other areas of knowledge and belief” on the other hand 



such as the arts, psychology, philosophy, religion, history and other 

social sciences. 

 Comparative Literature is a way of looking at or into a literary 

response concerning national and international literatures both 

occidental and oriental, not for establishing either the superiority or 

inferiority of any individual literature, but for enhancing the total 

understanding of literature in mutual terms. Comparative literature is 

primarily a mode of studying different literatures from a comparative 

point of view. It is a universal view of literature, independent of 

linguistic, national or racial demarcations. The content of comparative 

literature consists of all that is valuable in human experience – 

untainted by racial or political prejudices. The concept has emerged 

from a comparative study of various literatures underlining the 

elements of unity in diversity. 

 Regarding the scope of comparative literature, the comparatists 

may study questions of cultural migration. For example a scholar may 

study the impact of American novels on French fiction in the inter-

war years. He may also study the interaction between individual 

writers. Comparatists are interested in translation as translation 

remains one of comparative literature. Comparatists study the 

interaction between literature and other arts like music, painting, 

sculpture and architecture. They also closely observe the impact of 

different schools of thought on literature. The main drawback in the 

scope of comparative literature is that it ignores the style and subtle 

differences in language. It overlooks its particularity in its search of 

universality. 

 

2. Write an essay on comparative literature and world literature. 

 

Comparative literature is the study of literature beyond the 

confines of one particular country and the study of relationship 

between literature and other areas of knowledge and belief such as 

sociology, philosophy and psychology and other arts like music, 

painting, sculpture and architecture. Several areas and terms are 

contiguous or seen to overlap with comparative literature. 



Classification is essential to distinguish comparative literature from 

world literature.  

The term World Literature was coined by Goethe. It means a 

collection of literary pieces of all ages and places that have stood the 

test of time. It is an attempt to overcome provincialism and national 

prejudices. Goethe speaks of the possibilities of comparing all the 

literature of the word. Goethe wanted the European nations to keep 

the intellectual windows open. He believed in inclusiveness and 

advocated catholic outlook. At the same time Goethe did not want any 

nation to lose its individuality or cultural roots completely. The study 

of world literature is a prerequisite for comparative literature. 

        Between comparative literature and world literature, there exists 

a difference of degree. Comparative literature comprises elements of 

space. World literature suggests an element of time. Elements of 

space, time, quality and intensity provide differences of degree 

between Comparative Literature and World Literature. There are few 

fundamental differences. The concept of Comparative literature 

embraces inquiries into the relationship between literature and other 

orbits but the world literature does not embrace. Comparative 

literature specifies a method whereas the world literature does not. In 

Comparative literature a work, author, trend or theme is actually 

compared to a work, author, trend or theme of another country or 

sphere. Many of the world’s masterpieces are read in translations.  

They are studied as individual masterpieces but not systematically 

compared. 

 

3. Write an essay on comparative literature and general literature. 

 

Comparative literature is the study of literature beyond the 

confines of one particular country and the study of relationship 

between literature and other areas of knowledge and belief such as 

sociology, philosophy and psychology and other arts like music, 

painting, sculpture and architecture. Several areas and terms are 

contiguous or seen to overlap with comparative literature. 



Classification is essential to distinguish comparative literature from 

general literature.  

General literature is closely associated with the development of 

comparative literature. The contributor of the term Paul Van Tiegham, 

the renowned French comparatist, distinguished the two by saying that 

comparative literature confines itself to the study of binary links 

between two elements. Literary phenomena concerning three or more 

elements or writers are marked by the area of general literature. Under 

the head of General literature  Paul Van Tiegham lists the topics like 

the study of international currents such as Petrarchism and 

Rousseauism, and concepts like humanism, symbolism etc.,  

The term ‘General literature’ is also used for courses and 

publications concerned with foreign literature in English translation or 

subjects that appear to be of interest to students outside one national 

literature. Sometimes, it refers to literary trends, problems and 

theories of general interest or to aesthetics. Genera literature fails to 

prescribe a comparative method of approach.   

Comparative literature deals with problems involving two 

different literatures. General literature is devoted to developments in a 

large number of countries. National literature is the study of literature 

within walls, comparative literature across the walls and general 

literature above the walls. 

 

4. Write an essay on French school and American school. 

 

Comparative literature was established in France during the 19th century 

as an academic discipline. It reached America during the 20th century 

through the German scholars who migrated to America from Hitler’s 

Germany. There exist a lively dispute between the French and American 

scholl of comparatists on the definition and scope of comparative literature.  

 The French school: 

Comparative literature is nothing but a statement of the French literary 

history and it is the moral responsibility of every French comparatist to trace 



and relate the world literary experience to the French literary response 

because the French literature is the backbone of universal literary system. 

Therefore the French were interested in analysing the external sources and 

influence of works. In the French school, comparative literature becomes an 

ancillary discipline in the field of French literary history. Louis Betz, Joseph 

texte, Jean Marie Carre Paul Van Tiegham, Baldensperger, Hazard, Rene 

Wellek are some of the famous French comparatists. 

The American School: 

 America is called a nation of immigrants in the words of Francois 

Jost. It is a land of free and mixed culture. It is of many races but the 

Americans feel attached to their homeland along with their current American 

culture. In America comparative literature was encouraged as an academic 

discipline in universities and institutions of higher learning. The Academic 

freedom given to the teachers promoted the multiplicity of literary responses 

and theories. A healthy tolerance in the field of literary appreciation was 

developed, and the scope of comparative literature was widened. 

H.H.Remak, Harry Levin, Verner Freidrich, Francois Jost, Arthur Kunst are 

some of the famous American comparatists. 

 

5. Bring out the differences between the French and the American views 

of comparative literature. 

 

The French and the American schools differ in many aspects. The French 

prefer a narrow positivist attitude and the American form a very broad approach to 

comparative literature. The French scholars created comparative literature as a 

branch of literary history and a study of international relations as seen in the study 

of Byron and Pushkin or Goethe and Carlyle. 

The French comparatists are primarily concerned with the study of influence 

of or reception to an author or authors abroad, i.e. with the study contractual 

relation between authors, e.g. Shelley and Bharathi. To the Americans, it is an 

aesthetic discipline concerned with the study of Analogies or Parallels in literature 

beyond the confines of a particular country. It is also a study of the relationship 

between literature and other arts or other areas of knowledge. 



Though the American approach is broad based and uninhibited, there is a 

possibility that it may encourage a kind of spurious scholarship unless one is very 

well versed in two different areas of knowledge. Scholars like Ulrich Weisstein 

favour a more constructive approach. 

The French analogy studies are favoured by the American comparatists. 

Comparatists like Van Tiegham are not against such studies provided the point to 

common trends. Another distinguished scholar, Rene Etiemble has given his 

support to analogy studies and has also demonstrated how well they can be done. 

He also called for a comparative study of such aspects like metrics, stylistics, etc., 

He is for a cautious approach to parellel studies recommended by the American 

comparatists, Remak and Rene Wellek. He is for a parellel study of two writers 

belonging to the same civilization of different literatures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 


